
 President’s Piece
The world as we have known it all of our lives has been turned upside down. For most of us, our 
every day routines have been disrupted. The simple events in our days past, be it a visit to our 
favorite coffee shop, exercise class, or lunch with a friend has been suspended. The weekly trip to the 
grocery, hardware or department store has turned into a stressful undertaking with a mask and gloves 
often to find long lines and empty shelves. My last visit to Stop an Shop really felt like a war time 
scenario.  I hear that parallel often, and I pondered the real difference between this pandemic and 
wartime.  I realized how much harder and scarier it would be for our community, country or world to 
be dealing with and then to recover from a war versa a pandemic. 

This country has not had a war on its soil since 1860's with the Civil War, yet so many other countries 
throughout the world have had one or more in the last century. Sadly, several of those wars were 
started by our country's politicians or by regimes supported by this country's administration. After 
those wars have ended, not only did people need to wait for the economy to get stronger, and food 
and jobs to return, they had to rebuild their homes, schools, hospitals, roads, etc. These people may 
have had to live without water and electricity for a long period of time. They had to carry on without 
loved ones violently killed in local bombings or in combat fighting. All of this heartbreak and 
devastation to these war victims were the result of a war that was little to no fault of their own. These 
people were just born at the wrong time and place. 

Don't get me wrong, I hate this current situation as much as the next person, but maybe we can learn 
an very important lesson from this health, emotional and economic disaster. When we discuss the 
pandemic being like a war, maybe we can see how much more devastating the results of a war is on 
a community or a country. How isolating it feels to have to stay inside our homes just to hope to be 
safe. How scary it feels not knowing when it will end, and if you and your family will survive. The 
physical and emotional damage that comes with a war will take years to recover from. 

I wish when our leaders and politicians refer to this pandemic as a 
"war" they could see how much more damage is caused during 
wartime to the people of the country under siege. I can only hope 
that the next time this country's leader or administration think our 
country should retaliate or solve an international problem by 
starting a war, they will remember how disastrous this pandemic 
has been without the added physical and emotional affects of a 
war.  This would be a significant lesson learned. 

Janine
Church President
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 All Sunday services begin at 10:30AM through Zoom            
Look for Join Zoom email from                                                        

UU Church of Wakefield                      

Music by Alla Vishnevetsky starts at 10:20AM        

May 3: Rev. Edwin Lynn 

When the Devil Grabbed My Ankles                                                                                             

May 10: Trek Reef 

It Takes A Village  

Mothers can come to us in a variety of ways. 
Sometimes we are born of them, sometimes we 
are adopted by them. Sometimes they come in 
from the neighborhood and make sure you have 
everything you need. I have had a lot of mothers 
in my life. I'd like to take some time to celebrate 
them today.                            

May 17: Katie Byron 

Playing with Liberation  

What does it look like to be doing the work of 
liberation from a distance? In this service, we 
will explore play as a liberative practice for our 
socially distanced times. In A Theology of Play, 
Jürgen Moltmann writes that "liberation from 
the bonds of the present system of living takes 
place by playing games." We will explore how 
play can assist us in creating new ways of being 
to prepare us for whatever our future holds and 
to build beloved community. 

May 24: Lisa Kirk 

                                                                                           

May 31:  TBD 

June 7: Rev. BruceTaylor 

No-Self for Beginners  
The Buddhist doctrine of Anatta or No-Self may 
seem obscure, even intimidating to many 
people. But it's not so far from everyday 
experience for those who care to look within. 
Come explore this liberating teaching and its 
implications for daily life. 

June 14: Trek Reef 
Universe in a Flower 

Our Church’s Mission: 

We gather in faith to 
Welcome with open 
appreciation, 
Worship together in community. 
Walk a path of truth, and 
Work with love for a better world 
today. 

During this interim period of 
having no congregational 
minister,  our neighboring 
minister is available for 
pastoral care for our church 
members and friends. Please contact Janine 
Fabiano, church president and Joe Cresta, 
board member if you would like to talk to the 

     May & June Services 
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Service Guests for May & June  The Theme for this year’s chapel services is   
the Unitarian Universalist Seven Principles:

            Ministerial Search Committee 

The committee continues its directive of finding 
a new 3/4 time minister who is the best fit for 
this congregation. This is not a process that we 
want to rush. We strive to find a minister who 
will inspire us, complement our values and lead 
us toward our congregational and personal 
goals. Please share any thoughts you may have 
on this process with any one of the search 
committee members. 

Fern Barkalow 
Joe Cresta 
Janine Fabiano 
Jackie Millinor 
Sheila Moran

Rev. Bruce Taylor attended Andover Newton 
Theological School and was ordained to ministry in 
2009. He has served congregations in Billerica, 
Ashby, Leominster and here at our church. In his free 
time, Bruce likes to play the flute, do creative 
photography, and spend time in the woods. He lives 
in Nashua, NH with his beloved wife, Loretta.

Katie Byron is a candidate for UU ministry and 
seminarian pursuing a dual-masters in divinity and 
social work at Boston University. When not in school, 
you might find Katie attending a birth as a doula, 
working on an embroidery project, or spending time 
under a really good tree. Katie lives in Boston with 
their partner and two cats.

Lisa Kirk has been a Unitarian Universalist for 25 
years after growing up in a Catholic home. She is a 
hospice chaplain visiting people in their homes and 
facilities throughout the North Shore and also serves 
as pulpit supply at UU churches in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and New Hampshire. She lives in 
Marblehead with her two cats, Sam & Elly. 

Rabbi Yaakov ‘Trek’ Reef walks in the world as an 
activist, spiritual teacher, and speaker. In 2016, he 
completed a pilgrimage along the storied 
Appalachian Trail, taking approximately five million 
steps over 2189.1 miles between Georgia and Maine 
to find a deeper connection to the awe-inspiring 
natural world. www.trekreef.com.

Reverend Edwin Lynn recently retired as minister 
of the Northshore UU Church in Danvers, MA, 
where he had served the congregation for 33 years, 
retiring a Minister Emeritus. He is the past chairman 
of the UUA’s Pamphlet Commission and has served 
as chairman of the UUA Unsung Heroes Awards 
Committee, President of the Mass Bay District 
Ministers Association, and as a member of the UUA 
Ministerial Fellowship Committee. Rev. Lynn has 
also been active in the hospice movement and has 
served as President of Hospice of the North Shore, 
and for many years served on the board of the Isaac 
Munroe Foundation for Children.  He also received a 
“Drum Major for Justice” award by the Danvers 
Diversity Committee.  

http://www.trekreef.com/
http://www.trekreef.com/
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Around the Block

Peter and John want to share their delight in seeing 
both Mary Adele and Sheila via the Zoom get-
together as they have missed them both so much. 
And for those who know of the COVID-19 ordeal 
of their friends Karen and Steven, they are pleased 
to report that Karen is off the ventilator and a week 
later finally out of the medication fog, sitting up, 
communicating, and into a new phase of healing.

Do you know of some news to be 
shared with our congregation?  
Please send it to 
news@wakefielduu.org, and it will 
appear in next Around the Block.     
  

    "Guiding Us Forward" 

This year’s annual 
Stewardship Drive "Guiding 
Us Forward" kicked off on 
Sunday, March 15 with a lovely 
luncheon. 

The Board of Management has started reviewing 
the income and expense projections for 2020-2021 
church year and preparing the operating budget.  
To best plan during this very uncertain times, we 
really need to receive your 2020-2021 pledge card 
back. We understand that COVID 19 pandemic 
may be negatively affecting your financial situation. 
Whether your pledge needs to be reduced from 
last year's, or if you can increase or keep the same, 
we do need your pledge information for our 
financial planning.  Thank you to the 17 pledges we 
have received so far.  Please mail your pledge card 
as soon as possible either to: 

Church: PO Box 529, Wakefield, MA 01880

                Church News

                 Property Committee Projects 

The Property Committee is taking this opportunity of 
low building use to get some of the needed exterior and 
interior building repairs and maintenance projects done. 

1)  Gutters and down spouts were replaced on the south 
side of the building where the gutter and face board 
had deteriorated.  

2) Foundation repairs were completed at the front of the 
building where it had eroded and developed holes for 
water and rodents to enter into the interior of the 
building.   

3) The replacement light fixtures and bulbs have started 
in the gather room, kitchen, and social hall. 

4) Painting projects have started in the minister's office, 
restroom and wall touch ups in the social hall. 

 New Ceiling for Social Hall & Gathering Room! 

New ceilings for gathering room and social hall are 
being scoped out and quoted. Many of the ceiling 
tiles are dangerously loose and some have fallen. It 
was greatly improve safety and appearance. 
However, for the best results and pricing, it will be 
necessary to remove the yellow room dividers in the 
social hall. Although the yellow room dividers have 
served the church community well over the years,  
they are seldom used any longer and are not in good 
condition.  Also, new lighting for the social hall is 
being considered as well. 

POC: Joe Cresta & Janine Fabiano

mailto:news@wakefielduu.org?subject=Around%20the%20Block
mailto:news@wakefielduu.org?subject=Around%20the%20Block
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See something that needs to be repaired 
in or around the church building? 

Please talk to a Property Committee 
member, Matthew Lowry or Joe Cresta, or 
email admin@wakefielduu.org

          Church Announcements

                 Tax letters

To request a 2019 tax donation 
letter for your money 
contributions to the church, 
please contact Vicky Doran, 
church collector.  Please email 
your request to Vicky at 
vickydoran2@gmail.com

Save your fleas 
& jewelry!!! 

While you staying 
at home more and 
possibly cleaning 
out your attic, 

basement, closets, 
drawers, etc., please put aside your discarded items 
to donate to the church's annual Flea Market & 
Jewelry Sale. The rescheduled date has not yet been 
established and won't be until we better know the 
status of the COVID 19 pandemic. 

             Important Church Dates to Note 

Annual Church Meeting, Monday, May 18, 7:30PM 
will be held via Zoom. All church members and 
friends receive a Zoom meeting invitation link and 
encouraged to attend though only church members 
may vote.  

               Church Budget Review

The Board of Management will present the 
2020-2021 annual budget for review and discussion 
on Monday, May 11, 7pm via Zoom. By the 
beginning of May when the Stewardship Drive 
wraps up, the board will know if there is a deficit 
to address and will invite the congregation's input 
on financial solutions. 

Church Social Friday, May 8th via Zoom 

Join us Friday evening, May 8th for a virtual Church 
Social Gathering via Zoom beginning at 6:30 and 
running until 8:30pm. Hang out for the whole time or 
pop in when you can!

For a little fun and humor, come in drag if you like. 
Ladies, dress like the stud, hero or every day kind of 
guy of your choice! Also maybe a famous or notorious 
historian? Gentlemen, how glamorous or fashionable 
can you be? Or maybe a strong feminist or notable 
women is more your thing. 

Of course, just "come as you are" is always an option 
too. A Join Zoom Meeting email will be sent out from 
the UU Church of Wakefield's email address. Zoom is 
easy to join by computer or by 
phone. The email will provide a 
login link from your computer or 
phone numbers to call in from. 
You may call Joe or Janine for 
assistance. 

See you Friday night!

mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org?subject=Facility%20Maintenance
mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org?subject=Facility%20Maintenance
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           My Brother’s Table 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, the UU 
Wakefield team is opting not to volunteer at 
My Brother's Table. The team will resume its 
participation once it is safe to do so. 

Our congregation has served at My Brother’s 
Table, a soup kitchen in Lynn on the 4th 
Saturday of the every other month for many 
years. A Wakefield UU team led by Kristen 
Henshaw has been volunteering usually 
every 4th Saturday of the month. This team 
is joined with other area volunteers to assist 
with the preparing and serving of the meal 
for an average of 200 guests. 

The soup kitchen is still operating with as 
many or more guests with take-out food 
only; no dining in option. Physical distancing 
is being practiced with the guests and the 
volunteers, but we found it hard to work 
together with food preparations at a safe 
distance.  

There are other ways 
to help. Food 
donations are down. 
Restaurants and food 
stores have little to no 
left over food to 
donate. Monetary 
donations are greatly 
needed and can be 
mailed directly to:       My Brother's Table, 
98 Willow St, Lynn, MA 01901

                                      Social Action Corner

Supporting the Wakefield Food 
Pantry has been 
an ongoing 
tradition of our 
church 

congregation for 
many years. We collect non-

perishable food and other needed items and 
bring the donations to the pantry. Since we are 
not meeting at the church and the need 
continues to be greater than ever, we want to 
share the drop off information. Also, the list 
below indicates most needed items are 
indicated below. As always, monetary support 
is also welcome.

Drop-off Locations-Reduced during COVID-19 
Crisis:

• Drop-off box located in the lower level of 
the Americal Civic Center, 467 Main St.
◦ During open hours only: Tuesdays 

and Thursdays 9-1 and 6-8
• The Public Safety Building, 1 Union St.
• Shaw’s Supermarket, 134 Water St.

Most Needed Items Now
• Beef Stew/Chili
• Cereal (boxed)
• Macaroni & Cheese (boxed)
• Pasta (boxed)
• Peanut butter
• Tuna/chicken (canned white)
• Vegetables (Canned)

Please no bulk sized items or perishables

We always like
• Shelf-stable products
• Shelf-stable dairy and juice that have a 

usable shelf life per the manufacturer
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On Facebook? 
  Please “Like” and 
following us at 
Unitarian Universalist  
Church of  Wakefield

Church Officers and Staff 
  
Affiliate Minister - Rev. Ralph Galen 
(978) 566-4703              ralphgalen@gmail.com 
President - Janine Fabiano 
29 Lafayette Street, Wakefield, MA  01880 
(781) 245-0631            j9fabiano@yahoo.com 
Treasurer - Chris Fontein 
44 Church Street, Wakefield, MA 01880 
(781) 246-2816           cemf@rcn.com 
Clerk - Eric Reid 
26 Crescent Street, #102A, Wakefield, MA  01880 
(339) 293-7613          reideric@yahoo.com 
Collector -  Vicky Doran 
14 Atwood St, Wakefield, MA 01880 
(781) 771-4863          vickydoran2@gmail.com 
Board of Directors - 
     Kurt Barkalow: (781) 621-8194 
                                  kurtbarkalow@gmail.com 
     Joe Cresta:    (781) 640-2619 
                                  j7cresta@comcast.net 
Religious Ed. Comm. Chair - Vicky Doran 
(781) 771-4863        vickydoran2@gmail.com 
  
Pianist - Alla Vishnevetsky 
(617) 776-5362         markalla@hotmail.com 
Church Rentals - Elizabeth Lowry 
 (781) 246-2524        elizlowry86@gmail.com 

How to Reach Us: 
Address:  326 Main St, PO Box 529, 
                  Wakefield, MA 01880 
Telephone: 781-245-4632 
Web site:   www.wakefield-uu.org 
Email:       admin@wakefielduu.org                             
For Newsletter Submissions:        
                news@wakefielduu.org  
For “This Sunday & Beyond” Weekly Email or 
Other Submissions:  admin@wakefielduu.org 

The Board of Management will meet Tuesday, 
May 10 and June 14 at 7pm via Zoom.            
All members and friends always are invited to 
attend any board meetings. Email 
admin@wakefielduu.org to request a Zoom 
meeting invitation link.

Each board member is a liaison to one or 
more church committees.  Here are the 
current liaison assignments. Please contact 
them for assistance with your committees or 
area of interest. 
1.  Administrative Tasks: Joe /Janine 
2.  Membership: Janine 
3.  Religious Education: Chris 
4.  Shared Space: Kurt 
5.  Finance/Fundraising & Trustees: Chris 
6.  Property: BOM 
7.  Safe Congregations: Joe 
8.  Worship & Music: Janine/Eric Reid 
9.  Ministerial Relations: BOM 
10.  Nominating: Kurt 
11.  Social Action: Eric/Janine

Planning an Event at the Church?  
Please check in with Elizabeth Lowry, the 
shared space coordinator, to schedule an 
event or meeting in the church.  We have 
transitioned into using a Google calendar. 
We hope at some  point, we can link this 
calendar to our website for easier viewing. 

mailto:ralphgalen@gmail.com
mailto:j9fabiano@yahoo.com
mailto:cemf@rcn.com
mailto:reideric@yahoo.com
mailto:vickydoran2@gmail.com?subject=Religious%20Education
mailto:kurtbarkalow@gmail.com
mailto:j7cresta@comcast.net
mailto:vickydoran2@gmail.com?subject=Religious%20Education
mailto:markalla@hotmail.com
mailto:Semoran12@yahoo.com
http://www.wakefielduu.org/
mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org
mailto:news@wakefielduu.org
mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org
mailto:ralphgalen@gmail.com
mailto:j9fabiano@yahoo.com
mailto:cemf@rcn.com
mailto:reideric@yahoo.com
mailto:vickydoran2@gmail.com?subject=Religious%20Education
mailto:kurtbarkalow@gmail.com
mailto:j7cresta@comcast.net
mailto:vickydoran2@gmail.com?subject=Religious%20Education
mailto:markalla@hotmail.com
mailto:Semoran12@yahoo.com
http://www.wakefielduu.org/
mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org
mailto:news@wakefielduu.org
mailto:admin@wakefielduu.org
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From Gleam Editor:  The Gleam is now 
a bi-monthly newsletter with 5 
publications a year: 

Sep/Oct, Nov/Dec, Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr & 
May/Jun. 

All submissions for the Gleam must be in 
writing, either email or paper copy. 
Please include the contact name, phone 
#, and/or email address for each article. 
Please send email submissions with the 
word “Gleam” in the subject line to:   
news@wakefielduu.org 

The next Gleam deadline is  

August 20 

Interim Gleam Editor: Janine Fabiano   
Copy Readers: Joe Cresta, Vicky Doran, 
Sheila Moran, Lucy Skeldon & Peter 
Stickel  Publisher: Nick Malfroy & Joe 
Cresta                                     

Mail Distribution: Janine Fabiano      

Reporters: You! 

   We Are a Welcoming 
Congregation 
Having fulfilled 
the requirements of our     
denomination to be a 
"Welcoming Congregation", 
the Wakefield UU Church is intentional about 
celebrating the presence and full participation 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
persons in all aspects of congregational life. 
We also welcome all persons regardless of 
race, economic status, theological and 
political perspective, or other distinctions that 
keep us from embracing our common 
humanity. We acknowledge that we still have 
work to do and we welcome your advice 
about how we may be more welcoming. We 
want to say, truthfully,                                          
“All are welcome here!”  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield          

PO Box  529,  Wakefield, MA 01880        

mailto:news@wakefielduu.org
mailto:news@wakefielduu.org

